


Family Violence Whānau Ora Fund

Questions and Answers

What is this Fund about?
The aim of the Family Violence Whānau Ora Fund is to purchase social services that foster Whānau ora, building on the strengths of Whānau and helping them to identify solutions that can help to change practices and behaviours in the future.  

The fund will focus on family violence services that work with the family as a whole. Preference will be given to services for Maori and Pacific Whānau/aiga/families.   Grants from the fund will target existing providers of social services already working in the family violence area. 

What is meant by ‘social services that target the family as a whole’?
Currently, many family violence services are funded only for working with perpetrators or for victim/s.  Government believes that a broader focus on the whole family is much more beneficial to families experiencing family violence, particularly Maori and Pacific families who make up the largest proportion of families experiencing violence.  In many circumstances it is appropriate for providers to work with Maori and Pacific families to deal with initial issues and then a healing process. 

Who can apply for the Family Violence Whānau Ora Fund?

The fund is aimed at family violence service providers that have direct service provision to Whānau/aiga/families and that can also demonstrate Whānau/aiga/family based processes of reconciliation.    Preference will be shown to services that predominantly deliver to Maori and/or Pacific Whānau/aiga/families who have demonstrated a capability to deliver effective and timely services.  The provider must also be credible within their community.

How long will providers have the Family Violence Whānau Ora funding agreement?

For those who successfully apply, funding agreements will be for one year.  The Ministry may renew the agreement for up to a maximum of 3 years, depending on the performance of the provider and whether compliance requirements have been met.  

Who will decide the applications for the Family Violence Whānau Ora Fund?

Applications will be considered by a panel comprising a representative from the Ministry of Social Development and two community representatives, with final decisions made by the Deputy Chief Executive, Family and Community Services, Ministry of Social Development.

How much can be applied for?
Family violence social service providers can apply for up to a maximum of $100-000 per annum and there will only be one round per financial year.   

Is there a funding timetable?
Yes and it is as follows:

· Applications open 30 November 2009
· Applications close 5pm on 22 January 2010
· Panel meets 1 February to 5 February 2010
· Successful applicants notified 12 February 2010
Further enquiries can be made by going to FACS’ website:  http://www.familyservices.govt.nz/index.html
or contact: Yvonne Carroll (04) 916 3107 or email: yvonne.carroll001@msd.govt.nz
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