NGO Social Work Study Awards

Study Load Guide

Family and Community Services (FACS) recommend that students undertake a study load that is loosely based on 50% of the normal full-time study load for their course and mode of study. 
Under this approach students would undertake study for:

· 60 credits per academic year for curriculum providers (ie universities and polytechnics)

· 75 credits per year for work-based assessment processes (ie Te Kaiawhina Ahumahi) – please note that Level 6 qualifications are no longer supported and that students will need to complete with a recognised qualification (see Social Work Qualifications).
Where students are enrolled in a programme of study that is significantly different to this approach, FACS will need additional information to assist in evaluating the application. In particular, FACS will seek information on the:

· reasons why the student chose this particular study load
· student’s ability to complete the course of study within the course regulations and the period of support from FACS 
· employer’s ability and willingness to continue to support the student should the student support funding from FACS be exhausted.
Students are expected to pass no less than 50% of the credits supported by FACS each year, with no less than 30 credits per year, in order to be funded the following year (see Review of Academic Results). Accordingly, students need to assess the relative risks of selecting too many papers to study, or selecting too few, when determining their study workloads.

By way of information, in 2010 the average study load for NGO Social Work Study Award holders was three to five papers/units per year, with an average of 45 to 75 credits/points. While this is the norm, a number of students have study loads lower or higher than this average.
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