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 Super Maori Fullas Ride Against Family Violence

They look tough but their message is of love and respect for all.

Super Maori Fullas Roger, Jack, Mathew and Mervyn rode against family violence on their Harley Davidsons in February, from Cape Reinga to Bluff and back.

The brothers from Northland grew up the Super Maori Fulla way – surrounded by love and respect.

They took time off work for the ride on their 2008/2009 Harley Davidsons, hoping to attract New Zealanders from all walks of life to the Super Maori Fulla way of life.

 “We are inviting New Zealanders to join us and eliminate family violence the Super Maori Fulla Way,” Jack Paki, one of the brothers said.

“Anyone can be a Super Maori Fulla. We don’t condone violence in any form to any person whatever their age. We intervene in an appropriate way when we see or know about violence in families.

“We know that family violence is a serious social problem in New Zealand. We hope that by drawing attention to this issue with our bikes and our ride we will reach people in a new way.”

The brothers called in to Parliament on their way through the Capital and had a cup of tea with Minister of Social Development and Employment Paula Bennett.

They spoke at numerous community events in the North and South Islands, both planned and spontaneous.

“We visited marae, schools, council chambers, attended picnics and family days. We also had lots of people just coming up to us to find out what a Super Maori Fulla is, it was awesome,” Jack said.

Sir Paul Reeves is patron of the Super Maori Fulla Charitable Trust.

Parenting expert and TV personality Pio Terei first coined the phrase Super Maori Fulla. He is one of the Trust officers with the brothers’ new Trust and appeared at some events along the ride. The brothers funded the trip out of their own pockets, with support from businesses, the Families Commission and the It’s not OK Campaign.

“We know there are lots of great dads and partners out there. There’s a lot of good men and women who don’t hurt their loved ones, who can help and support others to be violence free,” Jack said.
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The Super Maori Fullas with Minister Bennett, from left Jack Paki, Roger Rawiri, Mervyn Rawiri, truck driver and uncle Roy Peel and Mathew Rawiri.
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Super Maori Fullas Roger, Jack, Mathew and Mervyn outside their Northland Marae.
Taskforce Builds on Te Rito Strategy

Established in 2005 The Taskforce for Action on Violence Within Families is continuing to work to achieve its vision of all families and whanau having healthy, respectful, stable relationships, free from violence. 

The Taskforce is comprised of chief executives from government organisations, members of the Judiciary including the Chief District Court Judge and the Principal Family Court Judge, the Children’s and Families Commissioners and non-government organisations from the family violence sector. 

The Taskforce grew from the Te Rito New Zealand Family Violence Prevention Strategy, developed collaboratively by representatives in the government and non-government sector. 

A key strength of Te Rito was the collaborative approach and the consultation that took place to develop the strategy. This led to community organisations having a strong sense of ownership and connectedness to Te Rito.

This collective approach is strongly embedded in the way the Taskforce is working to implement its action plan through consultation and engagement with local NGOs through the Te Rito family violence networks and nationally through the NGO Family Violence Prevention Alliance. 

Heather Henare, Chief Executive, Women’s Refuge, and a member of the Taskforce is pleased with the work the Taskforce has already completed. 

“The work of the Taskforce is keeping the spirit of the Te Rito Strategy alive. I am really pleased with what the Taskforce has achieved. Great relationships have been built between NGOs, the government sector and the Judiciary. 

“By working together so much more awareness about family violence and each others’ work has been achieved,” says Ms Henare. 

An example of this is the Taskforce’s work on the Family Violence Interagency Response System (FVIARS). 

This work has led to regular meetings between Women’s Refuge, the Police, and Child, Youth and Family to review and co-ordinate how family violence cases are handled and to ensure children identified by the Police as living in violent homes receive the help and support they need. 

We will be featuring Taskforce initiatives in Te Rito News this year, read about the Maori Research Agenda in this issue on page 11.

For more information about the Taskforce go to www.msd.govt.nz or email Carra Hamon at carra.hamon001@msd.govt.nz
It’s Time We Started Telling These Stories

It’s Time We Started Telling These Stories is a book telling the life stories of eight New Zealanders who grew up with family violence. 

The book has been published by the It’s not OK Campaign and illustrated by Wellington tertiary design students. An exhibition of their artwork is touring New Zealand libraries.

Minister of Social Development and Employment Paula Bennett, speaking at the launch of the book in Wellington said “There is nothing so compelling as people telling their personal stories. 

“Campaign television advertisements have been the catalyst for change for many New Zealanders and we know that these stories of the lifelong impact of family violence will do the same,” she said.

The idea for the book came from a women’s hui about family violence held in Hamilton in 2006.

The women were discussing how the violence they had experienced as children had affected the rest of their lives. One woman talked about how she had seen violence in her own family, had married a violent man – and had then watched her daughter do the same. 

She said ‘It’s time we started telling these stories’ – and that statement was chosen as the title for the book.

The stories show the devastating effects of family violence as it is passed on from one generation to the other. They illustrate the different forms and intensity of the results. For some the major effect was physical as they perpetuated violence in their own families; for others it meant a lifetime of anxiety. 

Research shows that children are damaged by violence in the home – whether they see it, hear it or just know about it. It has been proven that the brain development of preschoolers is profoundly inhibited by exposure to violence in the home.

This book has been published in the hope that telling these stories will help others to overcome the effects of family violence – those who experience violence, those who use it and those who witness it.

The book has been distributed to public libraries, family violence prevention agencies, Te Rito networks and others working to prevent family violence.

The stories can also be read online at areyouok.org.nz or realstories.org.nz

For more information contact areyouok@msd.govt.nz
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Tremain Mikaere displays his story in the book It’s Time We Started Telling These Stories. Photo courtesy of the Nelson Mail.
Hamilton campaigns against violence

Hamilton City Council targeted the stressful time leading up to Christmas to launch its own version of the It’s not OK Campaign.

Working with the campaign team in Wellington, the council developed a range of billboards promoting violence free messages. These featured local personalities including Mayor Bob Simcock and former All Black lock, Keith Robinson. The billboards were displayed in highly visible locations across the city. 

Around 5000 mini booklets were also handed out within a couple of hours at the city’s Santa parade The booklets provide information, advice and contact details for providers of family violence prevention services in the Hamilton area. Coasters and posters were also developed and distributed in cafes, pubs and clubs across the city. 

Hamilton is one of a growing number of councils getting involved in the campaign – their work adding support to a range of community agencies working to prevent family violence. 

The Hamilton City Council campaign backs up the work being done by the Hamilton Abuse Intervention Project (HAIP). HAIP is running its own campaigns to ensure that messages are kept alive in the community. 

It has messages on the sides of buses to support Hamilton families to have violence free homes. It is also using billboards and newspaper advertising to promote campaign messages. 

HAIP is also running a special phone line so people can be put in touch with local support if they need it. The 0800 No2ABUSE hotline is available between 9am and 5pm, Monday through to Friday.

For further information about the HAIP campaign contact Lila Jones on 07 834 3148.

Police Join Forces

New Zealand Police announced a new strategy for prevention and reduction of family violence on white ribbon day last year.

The new strategy is already used in Australia and complements existing work in New Zealand.

Aims are to:

· achieve more effective frontline policing responses locally, nationally and internationally

· enhance support for victims

· shift focus from reaction to early intervention and prevention

· identify, document and share standards and principles of best practice

· achieve widespread support for and acceptance of a collaborative approach

· achieve greater consistency across Australasia

· improve the quality and outcome of prosecutions.

The strategy identifies ways in which success will be measured. These include:

· an increase in the number of family violence incidents reported

· a decrease in the number of repeat police attendances to the same household/offender/victim

· an increase in the number of successful prosecutions

· an increase in the number of offenders completing behaviour change and other programmes

· better working relationships between police and child protection services, and between police and support services

· integrated case management.

The strategy also lists priorities for action. These include improved education and training for police, greater consistency in police responses, reducing the over-representation of indigenous people as both victims and offenders and great protection and support for children from family violence.

The strategy is available from http://www.police.govt.nz/resources/

Women’s Refuge and It’s not OK Parachute out to New Audiences

Women’s Refuge braved crowds, dust and summer heat to talk about family violence at this year’s Parachute Music Festival, held at Mystery Creek, Hamilton.

Some 7500 fans printed with the Women’s Refuge logo and the It’s OK to Ask for Help message were given to the Parachute audience. 

At the Women’s Refuge marquee site, visitors were encouraged to view displays, pick up resources or to complete a quiz sheet about abuse in relationships. 

Women’s Refuge National Campaigns and Funding Development Manager, Janet Bagshaw said: “This was a great opportunity to reach a new audience. The young people we spoke with were fabulous. They were interested and open to looking at things in a new way. We enjoyed some lively debates during the weekend, but there was some really thoughtful discussion taking place too.”

At the Monday morning main stage gathering, Parachute organiser, Chris de Jong, spoke passionately to a responsive crowd about the urgent need to address family violence in New Zealand. 

Women’s Refuge was invited to participate as the festival sought to promote a theme of social justice within New Zealand as well as overseas. Parachute is thought to be the largest Christian music festival held outside the United States and is attended by around 25,000 people each year. 

For more information contact Janet Bagshaw at Women’s Refuge: fund@refuge.org.nz
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“Tiakina to Whanau – keep your whanau safe” promoted at Te Matatini festival 

It’s not OK Campaign joined with Women’s Refuge to raise awareness about family violence at the bi-annual Te Matatini Kapa Haka Festival. 

Over one hundred kapa haka groups from all over New Zealand and Australia compete at 14 regional competitions to qualify to perform at Te Matatini where they then compete for the “best of the best” crown, in the performance of haka, poi and waiata. 

This year Te Matatini was held at Baypark Stadium in Tauranga with over 8,000 people attending each day.

In the lead up to Te Matatini, Gene Potae from Women’s Refuge met with the 12 Kapa Haka regional winning teams and two youth groups, discussing issues of family well-being and what that looks like in a violence free Aotearoa.

All the 14 groups wore the same message: Women’s Refuge says ‘It’s OK to Ask for Help’ with a key phase ‘Manaaki’ underneath. Manaaki means to help, give support to. 

 “The message will continue to be heard and seen by many, as these teams and our rangatira of tomorrow take the message into their homes, schools, workplaces and wider communities. Our hope is that they continue to act as champions for social change around family violence,” says Ms Potae.

“All of those who wore the t-shirts were very proud to be chosen to wear such a positive message among their peers around this particular kaupapa of stopping family violence. Some of the teams have been inspired to write waiata, poi and even haka.

“Te Waka Huia were the supreme winners of the festival and wore their t-shirts while accepting their awards from King Tuheitia and during media interviews.

“We felt privileged to be at the event. It was a fantastic opportunity to reach so many people. Everyone was supportive of our message: ‘Tiakina to Whanau – Keep Your Whanau Safe’.”

During the festival tens of thousands of campaign, SKIP and Refuge resources about parenting, family violence and how to get help were distributed.

For further information please contact Gene Potae at Women’s Refuge: gene@refuge.org.nz www.familyservices.govt.nz
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Gisborne works together to lead Community Change

The Tairawhiti Abuse Intervention Network (TAIN) and the Gisborne District Council (GDC) have signed a “statement of understanding” to work together to increase community ownership of family violence.

Since signing late last year, both TAIN and GDC have met regularly to talk about ways they can address family violence within Gisborne and the East Coast. 

“This fits with our goal to work collaboratively with the community to eliminate family violence,” says Kevin Croskery, TAIN Coordinator. 

“By increasing community ownership of family violence it will strengthen the ability of local service agencies and others to respond to and prevent family violence,” said Mr Croskery. 

TAIN will provide a monthly forum for government and non-government agencies to share information while continuing their work to identify family violence trends and providing support to local families.
TAIN and the GDC are now starting to plan their launch of a community wide ‘Who Cares’ campaign in November this year. The ‘Who Cares’ campaign will raise public awareness about agencies that could help anyone affected by family violence. 

“There are still a lot of people in the community who don’t know about family violence or where to get help. The ‘Who Cares’ campaign will use t-shirts to promote local organisations that can help,’ says Mr Croskery. 

“In the lead-up to the campaign we are also trying to target sporting codes in the community like rugby clubs, squash clubs and surfers. So we have been running a daily surf report at Tolaga Bay and will be starting a series of radio competitions about family violence, its effects and where to get help as well”.

Gisborne Herald is also supporting TAIN with a website. The site has been developed by the local wananga and Gisborne Herald will host and promote the site. 

If you would like to have a look at the early stages of the website go to: http://tain.helm1.gisborneherald.co.nz

If you would like any other information about TAIN contact Kevin Croskery at t.a.i.n@xtra.co.nz

Taiohi Morehu Leads Change 

Young leaders in the Hutt Valley are changing attitudes towards family violence among their peers.

The It’s not OK Campaign is supporting Taiohi Morehu, a local project which is working with selected young people to address violence in their schools.

The youth are from Heretaunga, Upper Hutt, Wainuiomata and Taita Colleges in the Hutt Valley just north of Wellington. They have been nominated by their principals as students with leadership qualities. 

“The project is an example of local agencies getting together to support rangitahi. As well as the It’s not OK Campaign, Orongomai Marae, the local district health board, Te Puni Kokiri, Police and both Upper Hutt and Lower Hutt City Councils are supporting the project,” said Sally Rye-Dunn, project manager. 

Since October rangatahi have given up their weekends to attend wananga where they have learned about family violence and about traditional Maori ways of embracing and nurturing whanau.

The students’ interpretation of what they learnt was then turned into a performance for the local community in December. 

“The performance really showed how much the students had learned and also how they had developed their leadership skills. As well as performing in their local community they were also asked to perform at whanau Christmas and at the national criminal justice hui,” says Ms Rye-Dunn. 

“Next year the rangatahi will be continuing to develop and implement strategies in their schools to reduce violence as well as a school-based social marketing campaign to change their peers’ attitudes towards violence.”

A DVD about the project has been made. It shows the rangitahi talking about the impact the project has made on their lives. 

Their powerful comments include:

“For all young Maori we need to learn about the difference between love and control.”
“I have learned lots about violence – a few months ago I didn’t know hitting my brothers was wrong. This has helped me be a better brother.”
“I have learned information about how to stop family violence which I can pass on to my whanau and then one day pass onto my kids.”
If you would like to learn more about this project contact Sally Rye-Dunn at sally.ryedunn001@msd.govt.nz

Family Planning Screens for Family Violence 

Wherever possible every client attending a Family Planning clinic is asked if violence or coercion is an issue for them, unless the client has a partner with them or a child older than two.

Family Planning introduced screening for family violence on a national level in 2002 and believes that with more than 175,000 client visits each year it is well placed to support clients experiencing violence and to refer them to appropriate agencies. 

Addressing family violence is integral to Family Planning’s mission of enhanced sexual and reproductive health. Development of the screening programme was led initially by Family Planning Doctor Anna Whitehead.

Recent studies have highlighted the value of family violence screening at routine health consultations. One study which looked at contraceptive use and associations with intimate partner violence found that women who have ever experienced intimate violence are:

· more likely to have used contraception than women who have not experienced intimate partner violence

· more likely to have had partners who refused to use condoms or prevented women from using contraception. 

Indeed, the study found that partner refusal to use contraception may be a key indicator of intimate partner violence. 

Family Planning has developed both a policy and a screening resource manual to support staff to introduce screening for family violence into clinical practice. 

The aims of the policy are to provide effective family violence intervention for all Family Planning clients, to ensure screening is culturally competent and appropriate and that the safety and confidentiality of clients is maintained; to ensure Family Planning staff receive appropriate training, support and resources, and work in partnership with key referral agencies. 

The resource manual enables clinics to develop a family violence screening programme and includes detailed information on developing and confirming local referral networks, staff training and support, information on the specific steps, and monitoring and evaluation. 

All Family Planning female clients are screened, providing screening requirements have been met. Where clients are young/living in a family situation, screening should encompass violence at home as well as from partners or in dating situations. 

Screening is carried out as often as practically possible, taking confidentiality and screening requirements into account. Ideally screening should be carried out at each visit, since it is known that the more number of times women are asked about family violence, the more likely they are to disclose. 
Maori Research Agenda Nears Completion

A Maori Research Agenda prepared by Te Puni Kokiri was submitted to the Taskforce for Action on Family Violence in December last year.

The agenda recommends priorities for a research programme to establish best practice for addressing family violence in Maori whanau, and is part of the ongoing programme of work for the Taskforce.

Te Atarangi Whiu, policy manager of the Wellbeing Directorate at Te Puni Kokiri, said a literature review showed that there was anecdotal evidence that family violence is an issue for Maori, but no robust research.

“Te Puni Kokiri was asked to develop a Maori Research Agenda and priorities for research. We will be looking at collaborating across the government sector to get the research done.”

The agenda has been developed through:

· a literature review

· three case studies of Kaupapa Maori service providers

· input from Maori whanau violence experts.

The service providers were selected for their kaupapa Maori and culturally innovative approach, the quality of their service, proven track record and experience providing services to Maori.

Ms Whiu said there is a need for robust evidence to provide a framework for services to work with Maori to address family violence in a culturally effective way.

The case studies confirmed that culturally distinct approaches are effective, but that organisational capacity and capability is an ongoing issue.

As a result of this work seven key research areas have been recommended to the Taskforce as priorities:

· defining whanau violence

· understanding the origins of whanau violence

· affirming and valuing culturally distinct approaches

· building an evidence base of what works

· evidencing whanau, hapu and iwi based approaches

· understanding factors that support kaupapa Maori approaches

· exploring the potential of indigenous approaches.

Ms Whiu said the Maori Research Agenda will generate new knowledge to support positive approaches to enable whanau ora (wellbeing).

For further information please email teatarangi.whiu@tpk.govt.nz

Copies of earlier issues of Te Rito News are available: we have listed below the articles appearing in each issue.
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Minister Commends Men’s Courage
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Chinese Campaign Promotes Harmony 
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Tu Tama Wahine O Taranaki 

Igniting Change in Christchurch 

Community Action Fund 2008 

It’s not OK Letterboxes
Issue 15, June/July 2008
Campaign Reaches Maori and Pacific Viewers

Wellington Netball Says It’s not OK

Stage of Origin promotes It’s not OK

Elder Abuse Awareness Day 

Campaign Resources Popular

Media Advocacy Results

West Coast Wins Award 

Youth Line and Women’s Refuge T Shirts 

Rangatahi Lead Through Performance 

High Profile Westies Support Campaign 

First Ethnic Social Services Forum
Issue 16, September 2008
Nelson Launches Violence Free August

Walking Alongside Families

Conference Calls for Back to Basics

‘It’s not OK’ Community Funding tops $2 Million

White Ribbon Day Update

Te Rito Collaborative Fund being reviewed

Family Violence in Taumarunui drastically reduced

Wallplanner Spreads the Message All Year Round

Being a dad – it’s more than OK

Blow the Whistle Campaign Wins Award

Women’s Refuge Highlights Domestic Violence as a Human Rights Issue

Thousands of New Zealanders Stop for New Zealand’s Biggest Morning Tea
To order back issues of Te Rito News please email violencefree@familyservices.govt.nz stating which issue(s) you want, how many copies and your postal address.
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