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Pacific dads say ‘It’s not OK’              
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The Pacific launch of the It’s not OK campaign
was a call for Pacific communities to work together 
to put an end to all forms of family violence. 

About 350 people packed the Congregational Christian Church of Samoa in Otara for the event. The church was chosen because it operates a no-violence policy. Church Minister, Rev Dr Peniamina Vai said an opening prayer of welcome and the church’s pre-school group set the scene singing a Samoan song telling parents they are a gift from God and should be instructed with words of love, not violence. 

It was a truly Pacific event with bags produced specially for the day, printed with the Campaign logo. Posters featuring a group of Pacific dads appealing for families to be safe and free from violence were distributed and a Pacific version of ‘It’s not OK’ was displayed on T shirts worn by organisers. 

A DVD of Pacific community projects involved in family violence work was shown, there was a Hip Hop dance segment from D’Cypher and a recently released song and DVD You Will Know Brothers Against Violence sung by some of New Zealand’s top Maori and Pacific Island male musicians was also played. (see p5 for full story) 

Members of the Pacific Islands Safety and Prevention Project boosted the numbers attending when they arrived by double decker bus, carrying banners and flags to support the launch.

Minister of Social Development and Employment Ruth Dyson spoke reinforcing the Government’s commitment to this campaign. She said every child should grow up with the security, confidence and the love they ask for and deserve, and if this happens New Zealand will have a brighter and better future. 

Principal Family Court Judge, Peter Boshier, a member of the Ministerial Taskforce on Family Violence also spoke and announced new research results showing that Pacific people are talking to family or friends about family violence as a direct result of the TV advertisements. (see Campaign story page 3) 

Families Commissioner Ali’imuamua Sandra Alofivae emphasised the importance of communities raising awareness, and celebrating their strengths, and also supporting and encouraging people to understand more about family violence, to change their behaviour, seek help from friends, family and local services. 

The launch was coordinated by the Pacific Advisory Group (PAG) to the Taskforce for Action on Violence within Families. The facilitator of PAG, Fa’amatuainu Tino Pereira was the Master of Ceremonies for the day.
How Can I Tell? Recognising When a Child or Family Needs Help

Hamilton Agency CPS has been thrilled by the positive response 
to its new booklet – ‘How can I tell?’ – a guide to help recognise when a child or family needs help.

Written by Anthea Simcock, Chief Executive of CPS (Child Protection Services), the booklet outlines how to recognise abuse or potential abuse, and what to do to help reduce the risk of harm to children. 

“We wrote the booklet in response to demand for the information. It has been designed to be easy to read and carry, to show the positive side of protecting children and at the same time to contain lots of helpful information,” Ms Simcock said.

“We hope it will help people to realise they can take action, but also help us not to see child abuse everywhere.

“Most New Zealanders want to act if we think a child is in an abusive situation, or to help families that appear to be struggling. However, many of us don’t trust our instincts or we worry we could be butting into someone else’s business.

“By educating ourselves on what to look for and what to do when we suspect abuse is occurring, we can take the necessary and correct steps to help stop the hurt of children.

“The booklet is free and can be ordered in ones, twos or hundreds. Lots of organisations are ordering in bulk and sending it out through their own networks. The Ministry of Education northern office has sent a booklet to every school in the northern region.

“I have been delighted with the response to the booklet and also by the support of the local community. The booklet’s printing was sponsored by the Hamilton office of New Zealand Home Loans, and the design by Verdict Communications,” she said. 

To order copies of the free booklet go to www.cps.org.nz
It’s Not OK Campaign Resonates Nationwide
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‘It’s not OK’ has quickly become the phrase on 
the lips of many New Zealanders since the 
Campaign for Action on Family Violence was 
launched in September.

The Campaign has been positively received and endorsed by people and organisations all over the country who want to see New Zealand’s high rates of family violence reduced.

This is evident in the numbers of people who have seen the television advertisements and who have contacted the 0800 information line and campaign website: 

•
87% of people surveyed remembered seeing the advertisement on television 

•
1 in 5 report taking action as a result of the ad

•
the ad has a strong impact across M¯aori and Pacific audiences.

The website www.areyouok.org.nz is attracting about 1,200 visits a week including a steady number of emails for information about services and about family violence. The campaign’s 0800 Family Violence Information Line 0800 456 450 is handling a steady flow of calls. 

Men are making up about half of the callers to the 0800 line. The number of men seeking information is higher than expected. Enquiries range from men concerned about their own behaviour to men concerned about the behaviour of mates or other family members. 

At Wellington Ending Abuse and Violence (WEAV) seven men have asked for help as a direct result of the television advertisements or media stories. One man said his partner had been telling him he was abusive but he didn’t believe her until he read a story in the local newspaper and realised that he was.

Another family violence prevention agency passed on this story:

“Just got a call from a chap who saw the ad on TV last night; he had thought about it all day and rang the 0800 number for help with his violence. He has been hitting his wife for years and putting his kids through hell and wants to do something about it. He saw it with his wife and asked her if she thought that was him. She laughed nervously. I referred him to the local men’s programme.”

And this email was sent to the Campaign website:

“I don’t have any questions, I just wanted to write and say how happy I am to see these ads about domestic violence. I myself was in an abusive relationship for four years with three children. I commend the ads on TV as this does need to become more of a public issue. There is NOTHING to be ashamed about and that’s probably one of the biggest problems women like myself have to deal with. Thank you for the work you are doing. I’m sure this campaign will have great success!” 

The second phase of the television advertisements will go live in February 2008. These will feature stories of positive change from men who have used violence in the past. 
West Coast says it’s not OK to family violence

“A violence free West Coast is our aim,” says Patricia Hird a member of the Greymouth Te Rito Family Violence Network.

Between 1 July and 30 September this year, 51 family violence calls received Police attention on the West Coast of the South Island. 

“The worst part is that 77 West Coast children were present during these incidents. This is not OK,” says Sergeant Andrew Lynch who is also a member of the Greymouth network.

“Violence against women includes physical abuse but many men do not realise that threatening and controlling behaviour, psychological and sexual abuse are also acts of violence.

“No violence within families is acceptable. As men, we need to promote respect, equality and safety within our relationships. If we don’t, then we are not teaching our sons that these qualities are vital to strong healthy relationships,” he said.

Local Te Rito Family Violence Networks – comprising a number of government and community agencies – are working together to say Family Violence is not OK.

“We developed flags that say ‘Let’s make West Coast Violence Free’ and have displayed them on the roads into Greymouth, Hokitika and Westport,” Ms Hird said.

“The 50 fluttering blue and white flags make a striking visual image and give a strong message to our community. They provoked lots of interesting comments from the local community which is great as it’s got everyone talking about the issue of family violence.

 “We have set up displays at the mall and held sausage sizzles to attract people and then handed out posters and information packs containing balloons and leaflets about family violence. We are also distributing coasters carrying a range of family violence messages to individuals and local pubs.

“We will also have a presence at other local events like the Christmas Parade, Waitangi Day picnic and Children’s Day activities. 

“We can’t save the world in five minutes but together we can take small steps to tackle family violence and make a difference,” she said.
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Pacific Men Sing for Non-violence


A new music DVD and CD You Will Know Brothers Against Violence was launched in the week leading up to White Ribbon Day this year.

The DVD features Maori and Pacific Island male musicians – all wearing a white ribbon to show they are against violence towards women. 

The DVD has been produced as part of a Ministry of Health funded Promoting Youth Non-violence project which has a pilot running in South Auckland.

Health Promoter for the South Auckland Pilot Ala’malo Lua Maynard (pictured) is the driving force behind the DVD.

“All the artists want the message of respecting women and children to go out as wide as possible. New Zealand has some of the worst domestic violence rates in the world and it’s the reason that many artists have volunteered to be part of this project,” he said.

Project Manager for Promoting Youth Non-Violence Garth Baker said the DVD gives a positive message for a new audience.

“We are aiming to reach an audience of younger Polynesian men with a positive message in a way that is easy for them to connect with. We hope this will be the first of many.”

The DVD is available free from the National Network of Stopping Violence website at www.nnsvs.org.nz

The song You Will Know was launched by Black Men United in 1994 in the United States.
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Ala’imalo Lua Maynard

White Ribbon Day Observed by Thousands of Kiwis

White Ribbon Day on Sunday 25 November was observed by hundreds of thousands of New Zealanders from all walks of life and all regions of the country this year.

Organisers of events say that there was a higher level of understanding and acceptance of the day and the White Ribbon message this year, the third year the international day has been observed in New Zealand.

White Ribbon Day is the United Nations day when people, particularly men, wear a white ribbon to show they don’t tolerate or condone violence towards women. It was started by a men’s group in Canada in the 1990s.

White Ribbon events were held in most communities either on the Sunday or earlier in the week. Many of those were funded by the Campaign’s community action fund.

Events included:

•
a masked ball in Wellington

•
a community concert in Dunedin

•
a memorial service in Auckland

•
men in the Manawatu including Police and Army personnel giving out white ribbons

•
a family day and cricket match organised by the Hindu Social Services Foundation in Auckland

•
huge white ribbons hanging from shops in Wanganui

•
a mass shout-out in Whangarei

•
a march through West Auckland

•
a street party and BBQ in Whakatane

•
panel discussions in Gisborne and Queenstown

•
a spot the ribbon competition in the Wairarapa

•
people linked hands to hold back the tide of violence at Paraparaumu

•
in Porirua people put their handprints on a banner “hands against violence”.

The white ribbons were made by inmates at Wellington prisons again this year. 

Te Ao Marama – Into the world of light – a world without violence

A march and community concert were organised for White Ribbon Day in Dunedin this year by Te Wai Matua Trust, in collaboration with Dunedin community groups, businesses and government agencies.

The theme for the event was ‘Te Ao Marama – Into the world of light – a world without violence’, encouraging people to speak out about family violence.

Manager of Te Wai Matua Trust and event organiser Cinnamon Boreham said the event started with a men’s march through Dunedin. Led by a group carrying taioha, about 70 men marched wearing white ribbons. 

“We made sure we explained the significance of the taioha – taioha used to be weapons of war but are now weapons of peace,” said Ms Boreham.

The concert featured singer Moana Maniapoto as MC for the day and local musicians and performers provided entertainment. Art work by Dunedin High School students focussing on the theme Te Ao Marama was on display and a silent auction was held to raise money for the local women’s refuge.

Community groups set up stalls at the event and Barnardos provided volunteers to manage the children’s area. Local businesses like Cadburys, Kingsgate and Mitre 10 got behind the day by providing prizes for families. 

Ms Boreham said she was incredibly grateful for the support local community groups provided and excited by the way the groups collaborated to make the day happen.

“I am really excited by the collaboration which took place, because if we got that right we will get it right for our families. Now we know we can and will work with each other,” Ms Boreham said.

Rotary Backs Family Violence Campaign

Local Rotary clubs throughout the country have swung into action to support the Campaign for Action on Family Violence.

District Governor Pat Waite has taken the lead and is asking all Rotarians within district 9940 – Taranaki to central Hawkes Bay and down to Wellington – to work together to create a community that doesn’t tolerate family violence.

“My challenge to Rotary is for it to continue to remain relevant to communities and the world, and I encourage all Rotary members to look outside the box to find ways to make a difference,” Mr Waite said.

“I have travelled to 60 Rotary Clubs across the district talking about the level of family violence in New Zealand and what Rotarians can do.

“If we don’t want our children and grandchildren to inherit this issue we have to tackle it now. 

“Rotary held a workshop to brainstorm the different ways each club could make a difference, and in particular, what practical support they can offer other community organisations. 

“In my role as a public trustee I have seen the effects of family violence – in particular elder abuse – and I have been sharing those stories, as well as statistics and information about family violence and how it includes verbal abuse and bullying, with club members.

“I have also been asking members to see what organisations are already doing in the community and find out what we can do to help as we want to support the work that is already happening.

“Rotary provides a structure and network that enables things to happen, it may be something new or it may be assisting existing under-resourced organisations with finance management or other advice to make their work more effective and efficient.

“Each club has responded in a unique way, like helping with funding, organising speakers or collecting used mobile phones to donate to the Police and Women’s Refuge.

“I believe it is time Rotary stood up and discussed this challenging issue and everyone I have spoken to has been very supportive. By tackling family violence together as an organisation we have re-energised our organisation,” he says. 

For White Ribbon Day Mr Waite distributed 10,000 white ribbons to Rotarians across New Zealand to wear: “I intend to wear my ribbon for the rest of my Rotary Year as District Governor and encourage all other Rotarians to do the same.”

For further information email: pat_waite@xtra.co.nz
Prizewinning Cloak Symbolises Family Violence

A cloak illustrating the hidden nature of family violence won the “Off The Wall” category at the Taranaki Daily News Fashion Art Awards recently. 

Made by staff from New Plymouth’s Work and Income site, the cloak took almost 100 hours to make.

The cloak is beautiful on the outside but opens up to reveal the headlines and faces of those affected by family violence. The message is that family violence is often a hidden problem and people affected often show a happy face to the world.

Work and Income Regional Commissioner Gloria Campbell said “All those involved worked on this in their own time because they are passionate about the message “It’s Not OK”. They see the impact family violence has on families and wanted to do something different to get the message across.” 

Three staff members who deal with the impact of family violence on a daily basis made the cloak and a fourth staff member modelled it.
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Work and Income staff member Sarah Scott doubles as a model in the “Off The Wall” winning entry at the Taranaki Fashion Art Awards recently. The stars above Sarah represent some of the 97 children killed by family members during the past 12 years since the enactment of the Domestic Violence Act.
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Photo courtesy of the Taranaki Daily News.

Violence Free Hauraki Comes a Step Closer

A number of new initiatives by the Hauraki Family Violence Intervention Network (HFVIN) have brought the vision of a violence free community a step closer.

The HFVIN has 41 member agencies, both NGO and statutory, from the Hauraki and Coromandel districts.

The network was established in 2001 but has had a full time co-ordinator only since October 2006. 

New initiatives include:

•
a collaborative case management system

•
appointment of an advocate for children and young people affected by family violence

•
media activity to raise community awareness

•
Hauraki District Council Domestic Violence Policy and violence free charter.

HFVIN co-ordinator Joanna Fictoor said the case management system that was started in July 2007 has really brought home to the network the levels of violence in the community.

“We have had around 180 cases come through the network for both districts since then.

“Prior to this, Police were sometimes referring cases to local services and sometimes not. Having an integrated case management system means that a much more co-ordinated response to both victims, including children and young people affected by violence, and perpetrators is possible and people are not slipping through the gaps.

“This means our responses are much more effective and can be offered immediately while the incident is still fresh,” she said.

Child Advocate Kaye Smith started work in the Hauraki community in July 2007. She was one of the first 10 child advocates to be appointed under the Government’s Children and Young People who Witness Family Violence initiative.

The focus of her work is to assist the community to recognise that children and young people who live in homes where violence occurs are profoundly affected by that violence not just on a physical level but also intellectually and emotionally, and that it takes a community to raise a child.

The network has used local media to raise awareness about the prevalence and impact of family violence and this has resulted in an immediate increase in self referrals to services, Ms Fictoor said.

“We have also had feedback from local lawyers about a heightened awareness in the community of the network and in particular case management.”

Hauraki Mayor John Tregidga has provided tremendous leadership, Ms Fictoor said. “In 2005 the Silent Faces exhibition was taken around the area. This is a powerful visual presentation of child abuse, by a local artist. Our mayor was shocked and touched. He looked at the local statistics and realised that this was a serious issue in our community and he has thrown his support behind our work.”

The Hauraki District Council has developed and endorsed a Domestic Violence Policy which includes:

•
taking an active role in advocating that domestic violence is not acceptable in the Hauraki District Community

•
working with local agencies to help raise awareness about the unacceptability of domestic violence, the impact it has on individuals and their families and methods to reduce violence in the Hauraki community.

The council is supporting the local family violence network to develop a community wide plan for reducing and preventing family violence.

The network has been funded through the community action fund of the national ‘It’s not OK’ Campaign to develop the plan focusing on changing attitudes and behaviours towards family violence.

“We want to link in with all the other sectors in our community, we believe they all have a role to play.”


Mr Tregidga also plans to actively encourage other prominent local people to join with him and speak up about domestic violence.

“No-one can condone violence. We need to take a leadership role where we can. It won’t be solved in the short term, but it’s a start.

“When we can go down the street and see every man wearing a white ribbon, I will feel we are really making a difference.”
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Case management group members, L-R: Tony Mumford, NZ Police; Michelle Pascoe, CAPS Hauraki; Rosalie Steward, Hauraki Safety Network; Joanna Fictoor, HFVIN; Alison Locke, CYF; Andr’ea Hampton, Victim Support; Kath Ngamane, Te Whariki Manawahine O Hauraki.

Te Poipoia Tukina O Hauraki

Local Maori organisations have formed a Maori network Te Poipoia Tukina O Hauraki which is developing a violence prevention strategy in consultation with Hauraki whanau, hapu, iwi and community organisations.

We will be featuring the work of Te Poipoia Tukina O Hauraki in the next issue of Te Rito News in April 2008, along with Maori family violence prevention strategies being developed in other regions.
Copies of earlier issues of Te Rito News are available: we have listed below the articles appearing in each issue, followed by the lead agency in brackets.

Issue 10, April 2007

Rural Roadshow in Twizel (NGO)

Training in Taranaki (NGO)

New Risk Assessment Model (NGO/NZFVC)

Community Action in Huntly (NGO)

New Resources for Child Advocates (NGO/MSD)

Community Action Fund Projects – first round (MSD)

Issue 11, July/August 2007

Unique Southland Phone Service (NGO)

Campaign for Action on Family Violence (MSD)

Health Sector Launches Family Violence Prevention Programme (MOH)

First Ten Child Advocates Appointed (MSD/NGO)

Wairoa Turns the Tide on Family Violence (NGO/MSD)

Queenstown Makes Family Violence More Visible (NGO/MSD)

Media Advocacy Results Start to Show (MSD)

White Ribbon Day Planning Begins (MSD/Families Commission)

Issue 12, October 2007

Campaign for Action on Family Violence Launched (MSD/Families Commission)

Mayors Support Campaign 

Auckland Art Work Launched (NGO/MSD)

Opotiki Says Enough is Enough (NGO/MSD)

Tauranga Blows the Whistle on Family Violence (NGO/MSD)

Wairoa Breaks the Silence on Elder Abuse (NGO/MSD)

Community Action Fund Projects – second round (MSD)

To order back issues of Te Rito News please email violencefree@familyservices.govt.nz stating which issue(s) you want, how many copies and your postal address.
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