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Welcome to the ninth edition of Funding News and our first for 2009. 

In this edition we: 

· introduce the Community Response Fund – the Government’s response to the impact the economic downturn is having on services that support families, children, young and older people 

· tell you about the Government’s new approach to funding community and voluntary organisations

· give an update on this year’s funding processes 

· provide information about funding for the Early Years Service Hubs and Teen Parent Service Co-ordinators initiatives

· tell you about our new, simplified contract documents.

Support for Critical Social Services through Economic Crisis 

The Minister of Social Development and Employment, Hon. Paula Bennett, announced on 20 May 2009 that Government is establishing a new two year fund to support community-based critical social services during the economic downturn. 

The Community Response Fund will make up to $40 million available in 2009/10. Applications to the Fund opened on 8 June 2009. 

Another $64 million will remain in a contingency fund for 2010/11. This will be distributed in response to the needs of the social sector in the face of this changing economic environment. 

The Community Response Fund is a short term fund that aims to provide an immediate response to those experiencing cost and demand pressures as a result of the recession. 

The Fund was established in consultation with representatives from the community and voluntary sector. It responds to intense pressures such as reduced philanthropic and community funding due to the recession.

The Fund also addresses increased demand for support services from families struggling to adjust to cope with the pressures resulting from the recession such as job loss, uncertainty and lack of money. 

For more information about the Community Response Fund see the fact sheet on page 4 of this newsletter. 

Community Response Fund Regional Briefings for the Community Sector 

A series of Regional Briefings on the Community Response Fund will be held locally throughout New Zealand from 8–22 June 2009. 

The Briefings will provide an overview of the Fund and help with applications. They are open to anyone interested in applying for the Fund including those critical social services not currently funded by the Ministry of Social Development. 

See the Briefing Schedule on page 7 of this newsletter. 

Fresh Approach to Supporting the Community Sector 

The Government is looking to work with community and voluntary sector organisations over the next eighteen months to develop a fresh approach to funding community-based service for families, children, young and older people.
Minister Bennett said that in a time of increased demand and limited resources, the priority has to go on ensuring the needs of families, young and old are met in ways that delivers both social and economic value. 

“While we can confirm the Government will be maintaining the funding for community and voluntary organisations made available under Pathway to Partnership, we will be reshaping the funding model so that it better supports people to reach their potential and, where necessary change their lives for the better.”
Cost Pressure Adjustment for 2009/10

The Government is providing a funding boost to social service organisations currently contracted to the Ministry of Social Development (Child Youth and Family, Family and Community Services,  Ministry of Youth Development) by adjusting their funding to take into account rises to the consumer price index in the past year to 31 March 2009.

Social Development and Employment Minister Paula Bennett said the adjustment recognised the critical work social service organisations were doing in local communities during the recession.
“This decision means more than 850 community groups will receive a 3.0% inflation adjustment payment,” she said. 

This payment will be made as part of the normal funding processes for the 2009/10 funding year. 

Additional Funding for Early Years Service Hubs and Teenage Parent Service Co-ordinators

Government has approved an additional year of funding for the 13 Early Years Hubs and nine Teenage Parent Service Co-ordinators.

Both initiatives were initially funded for three years (July 2006 to June 2009). The additional year of funding will allow the services to continue while the current evaluation of the two programmes is completed.
The 13 Early Years Services Hubs will receive $1.592 million for the additional year; the nine Teenage Parent Service Co-ordinators will receive $0.999. These figures include the annual cost pressure adjustment of 3%.

Funding for the innovation fund that was administered by the Early Years Services Hubs will cease from 
1 July 2009. 

FACS staff will contact the service providers of these initiatives once details on the process for extending contracts to cover the additional year are finalised.

Early Years Services Hubs coordinate the delivery of seven early intervention services for families with children: ante-natal services; Well Child – Tamariki Ora; early childhood education; parenting information, education and support; home visiting; supported referrals to off-site services; and outreach. 

Teenage Parent Service Co-ordinators, who work from existing youth services in communities with high rates of teenage births, help teenage parents access health services, education providers, government agencies like Housing New Zealand and Work and Income, and other social services. They also put them in touch with parent support groups that can help them develop parenting knowledge and skills. 

Making it Easier to Work with Us

Over the past few months we have been looking at ways to make it easier for you to work with us. 

One thing we have looked at is improving our contracting documents so that they are easier to read and understand. This includes using plain language terms and conditions and standardising contracts across all the Ministry of Social Development’s service lines – Family and Community Services, Child Youth and Family and the Ministry of Youth Development. 

The project also included testing the document on social service providers to get their feedback. We worked with Social Service Providers Aotearoa Inc members on the draft standard terms and conditions. After some great feedback from them we believe we have a new and improved contract document making it easier for the sector to do business with us.
The new  format is set to be in use for contracting  commencing 1 July 2009. 

All about THE Community Response Fund

The Community Response Fund is a short-term, time limited response to address immediate cost and demand pressures the economic downturn is placing on key community-based critical social services for families, children, young and older people. 
Funding will be made in the form of one-off grants. These will usually be for 12 months, but could be for a shorter period.

The Fund has two key criteria:

Financial Crisis Funding – for providers of critical social services who are experiencing severe financial difficulty and are unable to maintain the level of their services as a direct result of the impact of the economic downturn on their funding. 

Demand Funding – for providers of critical social services who are experiencing significantly increased demand for their services from families, children, young people and older people as a direct result of the economic downturn. Innovative responses 
to increased demand, including working in collaboration with other critical social service providers, are encouraged.

The maximum amount of funding that will be awarded at any one time is $50,000, excluding GST. Only in very exceptional cases will the grant exceed this amount. More than one application for funding can be made but only once the current grant period has expired and funds have been fully expended. Where all other things are equal, priority will be given to first time applicants.

Are you Eligible to Apply? 
The Fund is for community-based critical social services providing support directly to families, children, young and older people that can meet the Fund’s Criteria (link to criteria page) and address the following priority areas: 

· family violence

· child abuse and neglect

· budget and financial advice

· sexual violence

· early intervention for vulnerable and at risk children and families

· families under stress

· vulnerable and at risk young people 

· vulnerable and at risk older people.

The Fund is open to critical social services, including those not currently funded by the Ministries of Social Development or Justice.

What’s Not Covered Under the Fund 

Funding will not be provided for the following: 

· pre-existing NGO funding or demand issues

· community-based primary, secondary or tertiary health and early childhood, primary, secondary and tertiary education services

· general information and advice, e.g. educational and publicity material and events

· support for organisations in their public advocacy role

· umbrella groups 

· capital items, for example, computers, vehicles or furniture

· pre-existing commitments

· funding lost due to poor performance 

· services that are no longer a government priority. 

Community Response Fund Timetable 

Regional panels will consider funding applications every four months during the year beginning July 2009. Funding proposals for more than one year will not be considered. Criteria for future funding rounds and eligibility may change to make sure the Fund responds to emerging community needs and the changing impact of the recession. 

Funding Timetable Round One

	Applications open
	8 June 2009 

	Applications close 
	3 July 2009, 5pm

	Regional panel round one meets 
	30 July–21 August 2009 

	Successful applicants for Round One notified
	Mid September 2009


Applications received after 3 July will be considered in the next funding round, which will close in September 2009.

Fund Criteria 

Applicants to the Community Response Fund will need to meet either one or both of the specific criteria depending on what they are applying for. They will also need to meet all general criteria.

Specific Criteria

Financial Crisis Funding: Applicants need to demonstrate how the additional funding will assist providers to remain viable and continue to deliver critical social services. Applicants must also show that they are experiencing severe financial difficulties as a direct result of the impact of the economic downturn on their funding (e.g. philanthropic contributions and/or profits from investments have reduced significantly). 

Demand Funding: Applicants need to demonstrate in their proposal how the additional funding responds to a significant increase in demand for services (e.g. increased waiting lists, increased referrals from other providers) that are a direct result of the economic downturn. Applicants that include an innovative approach to meeting service demand should provide evidence that it is a substantially new initiative, not the continuation of an existing one. Priority will be given to applications in which two or more critical social service providers have developed an innovative service response to needs associated with the economic downturn. 

General Criteria 

Applicants need to: 

· be a not-for-profit community organisation delivering critical social services directly to families, children, young and older people 

· respond to issues arising from the economic downturn which affect families, children, young people and/or older people in the region or community

· provide evidence that the services for which funding is sought are a priority for the community as a whole and contribute to one or more of the critical social services priority areas listed above

· include information that, where appropriate, you have consulted with other community organisations, and are working together to encourage volunteering, collaboration and a shared approach to working in the community and/or sector

· have achievable goals, a viable budget and a timeframe that ensures that every dollar of public money is well spent 

· confirm there is no capacity within your existing community networks to meet the needs for which funding is being sought

· acknowledge the emergency funding is in response to the pressures associated with the recession and that it is not ongoing baseline funding

· confirm the proposed grant holder organisation has sound processes for financial management, as well as effective governance and management

· confirm your organisation has not lost other government funding on the grounds of performance or not meeting government priorities.

More detail about what is required can be found in the Information for Applicants booklet which can be downloaded from www.familyservices.govt.nz/our-work/funding-resources/community-response.html or obtained from your Funding Advisor. 

Community Response Fund Assessment Process 

Regional selection panels will meet to 
assess applications at least three times a year beginning July 2009. The selection process will be transparent, equitable and impartial. 

Funding will be distributed in three tranches during the year with the first distribution in September 2009. The distribution of funding is based on local need.

Panels will comprise representatives from the Ministry of Social Development, funding advisors from other government agencies and community representatives. 

It is important to stress that this Fund is limited and the selection process is competitive. Not all applications will be successful.

How to Apply

Providers that can meet the criteria are invited to apply. The criteria is listed in the application pack and includes such things as being able to provide evidence showing your funding has been reduced over the last year (such as audited accounts), or that your demand for your services is growing by showing increased waiting lists or the recruitment of more volunteers. 

Application packs can be obtained by: 

· downloading the forms from www.familyservices.govt.nz 

· calling 0800 777 100 and requesting a printed copy be sent to you 

· contacting your funding advisor, if you are already funded by the Ministry of Social Development. 

More Information 

For more information on the Community Response Fund 

· Visit www.familyservices.govt.nz
· Development 

· Attend a regional forum which will be held from 8-22 June 2009. Forum details are on page 7 

· Email us on communityresponse@msd.govt.nz
· Call 0800 777 100 to speak to a person who can tell you more about the Fund or can send you out an application form.

Community Response Fund Regional Briefing Schedule 

Regional briefings for the community sector will be held from 8–22 June 2009. They will provide an overview of the Community Response Fund and will cover key information applicants need to know when applying for the Fund.

Schedule of Dates and Venues

Please contact the regional administrator to RSVP – so we can make sure the venue can cater for everyone who wishes to attend.

Northern Region

	Location
	Date
	Venue
	Regional 

	Kaikohe
	25 June
1–3pm
	Memorial Hall, Memorial Drive, Kaikohe
	Dani McLellan, 
Northern Regional Administrator 

Tel: 09 916 1850 

Mobile : 029 650 0036

Fax Number: 09 914 2850 

E-mail: Dani.McLellan004@msd.govt.nz

	Whangarei
	16 June
1–3pm
	Northland Cricket Centre, 
79 Okara Drive, Whangarei
	

	Waitakere/Rodney and North Shore
	17 June
1–3pm
	Kelston Community Centre, Activity Room 2, Cnr Great North Road and Awaroa Road, Sunnyvale
	

	Auckland Central
	18 June
1–3pm
	Orakei Community Centre, 
156 Kepa Road, Orakei
	

	Manukau/Papakura
	19 June
10am–12noon
	Manukau City Council, Manukau Room, 31-33 Wiri Station Road, Manukau
	


Central North

	Location
	Date
	Venue
	Regional 

	Hamilton 


	10 June
11am–1pm
	Kirikiriroa Family Services Trust, 
27 Rifle Range Road
	Tui Corneal, 
Central North Regional Administrator

Tel: 07 921 8182 

Mobile: 029 200 9133 

Fax Number: 07 921 0967 

E-mail: Tui.Corneal003@msd.govt.nz

	Tauranga


	19 June
11am–1pm
	Village Hall, Historic Village, 
17th Ave West
	

	Rotorua


	8 June
11am–1pm
	Te Aomarama St Faiths Church, Ohinemutu
	


Central South

	Location
	Date
	Venue
	Regional 

	New Plymouth


	18 June
9am–1pm
	Taranaki Racing Club, Rough Habit Lounge, Rogan Street
	Jane Hopkinson, 
Acting Regional Manager 

Tel: 04 917 7153

Fax: 04 978 1399

E-mail: Jane.Hopkinson003@msd.govt.nz




	Gisborne
	19 June
10am–1pm
	Rose Room, Lawson Field Theatre, Fitzherbert Street
	

	Hawkes Bay 


	17 June
10am–1pm
	Havelock North Community Centre, Te Mata Road, Havelock North
	

	Palmerston North
	16 June
10am–1pm
	Kingsgate Hotel, Fitzherbert Ave (Steeple Room)
	

	Masterton


	19 June
9.30am–1.30pm
	Frank Cody Lounge, Southern End Lounge, 64 Chapel Street
	

	Wellington Central
	15 June
9am–1pm
	Bowen State Building, Auditorium, L3
	


Southern Region

	Location
	Date
	Venue
	Regional 

	Nelson
	18 June 
10:30am–11:30am 
	Maitai Club Room, 1 Kinzett Terrace


	Sarah Johnson 
Regional Administrator, Southern 

Tel: 03 963 2381

Mobile: 029 200 4443 

Fax: 03 963 6384 

E-mail: Sarah.Johnson022@msd.govt.nz




	Greymouth
	8-June
1–3pm
	Rimu Room 2, Ashley Hotel, 
74 Tasman Street
	

	Christchurch 
	22 June
1–2pm
	Fendalton Service Centre, 
2 Jeffreys Road 
	

	Timaru
	12 June
11am–1pm
	Community Lounge, Caroline Bay
	

	Dunedin 


	8 June
10am–12 noon
and 1–3pm
	BC Board Room, W&I Office, 
St Andrew Street entrance


	

	Invercargill


	9 June
11am–1pm
	Methodist Mission Auditorium, 
22 Lindisfarne Street
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