funding news

iSSUE 11, December 2009
Welcome to the eleventh edition of Funding News – the newsletter for community organisations funded by the Ministry of Social Development. 

· In this edition we: announce the Community Response Fund grants for Round Two 

· update you on the 2010 Break-Away School Holiday Programmes 

· give you information about Round 11 of the SKIP Local Initiatives Fund

· provide a snapshot of the 2010 NGO social work awards 

· keep you informed about high trust contracting progress

· introduce the ‘Never, ever shake a baby’ campaign. 
Wishing You Happy, Safe and Relaxed Holidays 

All over New Zealand, there are people like you working for others. 

As we approach the holiday season we would like to acknowledge the great work that happens in our communities.

Thank you for all you have done in 2009 making New Zealand a better place for families. 

We look forward to working with you in 2010. 

Have a wonderful summer break. 

From all of us here at the Ministry of Social Development
Applications for Round Three of the Community Response Fund opened on Monday 28 September and will close on 5 February 2010. Application forms can be downloaded from www.familyservices.govt.nz
Funding boost for essential social services 

The Community Response Fund is delivering more support to critical social services groups with nearly $11 million being rolled out in the latest funding round. 

Hon. Paula Bennett, Minister for Social Development and Employment, today announced that $10.86 million has been granted to 184 community organisations under severe financial pressure.

“This Government is committed to making sure that the groups providing vital community services can continue to respond and cope with the added demands from the public,” Ms Bennett said.

“After two rounds of the Community Response Fund, $19.6 million has been provided to 344 organisations across the country and the third round is now open for applications.

“We know families and individuals are under pressure and so are many of the community groups that help them. This funding will help ease the financial strain these organisations are feeling and let them concentrate on helping people access the services they need, when they need them, in their own communities.’’ 

Two of the 10 national organisations granted funding include the National Collective of Women’s Refuges which received $818,000 while The Open Home Foundation of New Zealand received $750,000. Today’s grant to Women’s Refuge follows the $970,000 provided in round one.

The Community Response Fund was established in May to assist those groups providing vital social services during the economic downturn which are under severe financial strain or experiencing increased demand. Up to $104 million is being made available over two years.

The list of grant recipients can be read at http://www.familyservices.govt.nz/working-with-us/funding-and-contracting/community-response-fund/round-two-index.html
A Break-Away for young people these school holidays

Young people in Auckland will have a chance to challenge themselves across a range of sports and activities thanks to the new Break-Away school holiday programme.

Hon. Paula Bennett, Minister for Social Development and Employment, confirmed that 26 community organisations have been selected to run the 15,000 one-week placements for 11 to 17 year olds in the January and April school holidays. 

Activities will range from rugby, league, soccer and boxing to hip hop dancing, arts, drama and games. The programme is part of the Break-Away package of youth initiatives announced by the Prime Minister in August.

“The school holiday programmes are an important part of the work this Government is doing to help young New Zealanders reach their potential,” Ms Bennett said. 

“The programmes, which are free, are mostly based in Auckland as they target families under pressure in high needs communities. Often these young people will not have the means or opportunity to participate in fun holiday programmes, now they do.

“Over time we will roll these programmes out to other parts of New Zealand increasing the placements to 30,000 from the next June school holidays onwards,” Ms Bennett said.

Besides Auckland, some school holiday programmes are also being run in East Coast and Northland. The Government has committed $10.5 million over four years to fund 15,000 one week places in the six months to June 2010 and then 30,000 more places each year after that. 

For more information and a list of holiday programme providers please go to: http://www.familyservices.govt.nz/working-with-us/programmes-services/youth-intervention/breakaway-school-holiday-programmes.html 

Positive parenting projects receive more funding 

Twenty five groups supporting positive parenting will receive more than $810,000 in the eleventh round of the SKIP Local Initiative Fund. 
The fund supports communities to explore innovative ways of promoting positive parenting and effective non-physical discipline to parents and caregivers of birth to five year olds. 

For the first time SKIP will fund local projects for three-years allowing community organisations to show an ongoing commitment to the parents they work with. 

Seven successful initiatives have been selected to receive the three-year funding enabling them to meet local parents’ needs through to 2012. A further 18 initiatives will be funded for the next 18 months. 

This funding means parents from Doubtless Bay to South Invercargill will be able to access a range of positive parenting events including workshops, shows and courses that will build the skills and confidence of parents of under-fives.
One initiative to receive three-year funding is Auckland Women’s Centre (AWC) which will allow AWC to continue working with young parents through mentoring programmes and peer support. The young mums involved in the initiative say they are more confident parents since taking part and this has helped improve their relationships with their children.

In Christchurch, Canterbury Fiji Social Services Trust will run a carnival focusing on fathers interacting with their children. This will include workshops on brain development, parenting roles, child development and managing behaviour; as well as workshops using the SKIP six principles to broaden awareness of discipline options amongst Fijian parents. 
Another initiative, Parenting NZ will work with fathers who have been in prison to strengthen their ability to parent positively and manage their children’s behaviour without violence.

$8.25 million has been through the Local Initiatives Fund since SKIP began in 2004, building on community strengths and helping parents build loving and healthy relationships with their children. 

The next SKIP funding round closes in March 2010. 

More information on the SKIP local Initiatives Fund and a complete list of Round 11 recipients can be found on http://www.familyservices.govt.nz/working-with-us/programmes-services/positive-parenting/skip-index.html
More support for community social workers 

One hundred and fifty applications were received in the latest round of NGO Social Work Study Awards with 61 awards granted for 2010. 

Derek Howell, Business Services Manager, Family and Community Services, said that the number of people applying for an award increased by 20 this year. 

“Both the number of applications and the quality of them were up this year.

“Counting the new awards, there will be 180 students studying under the scheme in 2010,” he said. 

The NGO Social Work Awards aim to improve the capability of social workers working for families in community organisations by assisting them to study for a qualification in social work that meets the Social Workers Registration Board educational requirements. Since the programme began four years ago 150 students have graduated under the programme. 

Family and Community Services will be conducting the 2010 application round in August/September 2010 for the 2011 academic year. Information will be available on our website – http://www.familyservices.govt.nz/working-with-us/index.html
High Trust Contracting Update 

Work is well underway developing a new and simpler way of working with community-based social services funded by the Ministry. 

The new high trust funding model, announced by Minister Bennett last September, will enable community organisations to focus more on the needs of the people they serve and less on compliance and reporting. 
In essence, this approach pays funding upfront to providers trusting in their expertise in knowing the best way to achieve the agreed results for their clients. 

In 2010 the model will be trialled with a small number of high performing providers who have long-term and successful funding relationships with the Ministry. 

The new funding agreements are deceptively simple – only three pages long and focus on outcomes to be achieved and the relationship rather than prescribe how the service should be delivered. 

Family and Community Services General Manager, Operations, Marti Eller said that discussions have been started with fourteen providers already. 

“We expect to have high trust agreements with at least twenty providers by June 2010.”

Ms Eller said the learnings gained from the first year will be used to further develop and improve the new model as it evolves. 

New campaign aims to keep babies safe 

The Government’s ‘Never, ever shake a baby’ campaign launched on 6 December, aims to raise awareness about the vulnerability of young children, and ensure every New Zealander understands why you must never, ever shake a baby. 
NGOs, health, and education workers can help us raise awareness by making sure the families and people they work with understand the dangers of shaking a baby, and the things they can do to protect them.

To support the campaign we’ve developed posters and an information brochure for parents with helpful tips about what to do when they feel frustrated, and how to get help.

Please contact vulnerablechildren@cyf.govt.nz for supplies of the campaign resources, or talk to your local Child, Youth and Family site manager to discuss ways you’d like to be involved in supporting the campaign.
The ‘Never, ever shake a baby’ campaign is one part of a wider programme to protect young children. For more information, check out the Child, Youth and Family website http://www.cyf.govt.nz
