Wanganui District Māori Profile, 2006

Population

In 2006, 22% of the Wanganui District population were Māori. There were 9,080 Māori people and 32,140 non-Māori resident in the district at the time of the census. The graph below shows that the Māori population has a young age profile, with 36% under the age of 15 years and another 17% aged 15-24 years. In contrast, just 17% of the non-Māori population were under 15, and 11% were between the ages of 15 and 24. Just 5% of the Māori population was aged 65 years and over, compared with 21% of non-Māori.
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Wanganui District’s Māori population had a similar age distribution to Māori across the country as a whole. Nationally, 60% of Māori were aged under 30 in 2006 compared with 59% in Wanganui.

Iwi affiliation

Te Ati Haunui-a-Pāpārangi was the most numerous iwi affiliation among Māori people in Wanganui District. In 2006, 2,715 people of Māori descent identified with that iwi, while the second most common affiliation, Ngāti Tūwharetoa, was less than half that number. The table below lists all iwi identified by 200 or more people of Māori descent living in Wanganui District in 2006.

	Iwi
	Count

	Te Ati Haunui-a-Päpärangi
	2,715

	Ngäti Tüwharetoa
	1,095

	Ngäpuhi
	753

	Ngä Rauru
	741

	Ngäti Porou
	696

	Ngäti Apa (Rangitïkei)
	543

	Ngäi Tahu / Käi Tahu
	453

	Ngäti Maniapoto
	408

	Ngäti Ruanui
	327

	Ngäti Raukawa (Horowhenua/Manawatü)
	324

	Ngäti Kahungunu ki Te Wairoa
	279

	Te Atiawa (Taranaki)
	270

	Hapü Affiliated to More Than One Iwi
	228

	Ngäti Apa, area unspecified
	222

	Ngäti Kahungunu, region unspecified
	216

	Waikato
	213

	Ngäti Hauiti
	198


 

               Source: Census of Population and Dwellings, 2006

               Note:  People could specify more than one iwi affiliation and all were counted.

Māori language speakers

Wanganui District Māori are slightly more likely to speak the Māori language than Māori nationally. In 2006, 27% of the district’s Māori residents could speak te reo compared with 24% across the country. Just under 1% of Wanganui’s non-Māori residents were Māori speakers, a similar proportion to nationally. 

Because of sheer population numbers, most of the Māori people who can speak Māori in Wanganui District are young (53% were aged under 30 in 2006 compared with 51% nationally). However, the older Māori people are, the more likely they are to be speakers of te reo. For example, in 2006, young Māori aged 10-19 made up 21% of all Māori speakers in the district, but this equated to just 25% of Wanganui Māori in that age group. At older ages, the numbers were smaller but the proportions were larger (36% of Māori people aged 60-69 years were speakers of te reo, along with 48% of those aged 70 or over). The graph below shows the proportion of Māori people in each age group who spoke Māori.
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Educational qualifications

In 2006, the distribution of educational qualifications across Wanganui District’s Māori population differed from non-Māori. The differences involved a considerably higher proportion of Māori with no educational qualifications (43% compared with 31%), and smaller proportions of Māori across all types of qualification. Gaps of 3 or 4 percentage points were evident between the two groups in the proportions with post-school certificates and diplomas, and Bachelor’s degrees. 
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When compared with the total Māori population in 2006, Wanganui Māori were slightly more likely to have no qualifications (43% compared with 40% nationally), but also slightly more likely to hold post-school certificates or diplomas (22% locally and 21% nationally). They were comparatively less likely to hold school qualifications as their highest educational attainment (29% compared with 32% nationwide), and less likely to have Bachelor’s degrees or post-graduate qualifications (5% versus 7% nationwide). 
Labour force participation

In 2006, 56% of Māori adults and 59% of non-Māori adults in Wanganui District were employed. Māori people were as likely as non-Mäori to work full-time (74% of all employed in both ethnic groups).

The Māori unemployment rate
 in Wanganui District in 2006 was considerably higher at 14.7% than the non-Māori rate (4.7%). The district’s Māori were also less likely to be employed and more likely to be unemployed than Māori in the total population. The national Māori employment rate was 62% (6 percentage points higher than in Wanganui) and the unemployment rate was 11%.

Personal income

In 2006, Māori adults in Wanganui were considerably more likely than non-Māori adults to have personal incomes of $10,000 or less (28% compared with 19%). They were slightly less likely to have incomes between $10,001 and $20,000 (27% compared with 30%), but more likely to have incomes between $20,001 and $30,000 (20% versus 17% nationwide). Smaller proportions of Māori than non-Māori had incomes above $30,000. The income band showing the largest difference between the two ethnic groups was $50,001 to $70,000 (4% of Māori compared with 7% of non-Māori). 
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Wanganui District Māori are more likely than Māori in the total population to have incomes in the lowest bands. Nationally, 48% of Māori received $20,000 or less in annual income in 2006 (55% in Wanganui). Across New Zealand, 18% of Māori reported incomes over $40,000 while in the district the proportion was just 12%.  

Cigarette smoking

In the 2006 Census, people aged 15 years and over were asked about their cigarette smoking behaviour. Across the country, a considerably higher proportion of Māori (42%) than non-Māori (18%) reported regularly smoking cigarettes. In Wanganui District, the difference was even more marked with around 47% of the district’s Māori residents being cigarette smokers compared with 21% of non-Māori. 

Almost all the difference between the local and national proportions was due to people who had never smoked. In Wanganui District, 34% of Māori adults had never smoked regularly – a smaller proportion than the 39% nationally. For the district’s non-Māori, a smaller-than-average 54% had never smoked (60% nationwide).
Tenure

In 2006, 41% of Māori in Wanganui District lived in dwellings owned or partly owned by household members, while a further 4% lived in homes held in a family trust. By comparison 61% of non-Māori in the district lived in dwellings they owned and 13% lived in homes held in family trusts.  

Both Māori and non-Māori in the district were more likely than their counterparts across New Zealand as a whole to own their own dwelling. Nationally 39% of Māori and 57% of non-Māori lived in dwellings owned by their household, with a further 6% and 13% respectively living in dwellings held in family trusts.
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� This is calculated by dividing the number of unemployed by the number in the labour force (i.e. the employed and the unemployed) and multiplying by 100.








